| have been advocating in Canberra against federal funding
being used for abortions. | have also raised the issue of foreign
aid funding being used to fund Planned Parenthood and
related entities to set up abortion clinics across the world. | have
been engaged in discussions on a federal level regarding how
the states and territories can work with a National Pro-life voice
on issues such as assisted suicide, euthanasia, abortion and
surrogacy. An update on this work will be available in our next

edition of All Life Matters.
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| had the privilege of MC'ing the recent Walk for Life in Adelaide
which saw over 3,000 people rally against extending abortion
legislation to birth. For comprehensive details on this legislation,
see: https://saabortionactionforwomen.com/

In late February, the SA state parliament was once again
debating ‘'safe access zone’ legislation.

The introduction of assisted suicide and euthanasia in SA is
rumoured to be part of the new government’'s agenda however
abortion is a higher priority for them.

We stand with our pro-life friends in SA as they face the battle

for life on all sides this year.

NT decriminalised abortion with gestational limits and
introduced ‘safe access zones’ in 2017. The NT Government
funds abortion clinics to provide free services to residents. A
review of legislation within 2 years of it coming into effect was
promised- we must ensure that this territory is not pressured

into extending the legislation to birth.

In 2019 the ACT government renewed calls for the restoration of
the territories’ rights to legislate on euthanasia. October 2020

is election time in the ACT - it is important to support pro-life
MPs and candidates in this election. Closer to the election

we will survey members and candidates to assist ACT pro-life

residents to deliberately Vote for Life.

The Parliamentary Committee looking into end of life issues
reports in late March. This is just six months before the state
election, leaving no time to form an ‘expert panel’ to consult on
a government bill. A private member’s bill is still possible but
the closer we get to an election, the less likely this will be.

The state election in October provides pro-lifers in Queensland
with a unique opportunity to remember how their MPs voted

on Life Issues and vote accordingly.

The WA bill on assisted suicide and euthanasia which passed
late last year is ‘worse’ than the Victorian regime. It allows for
doctors and nurse practitioners to initiate conversations on
access to assisted suicide and euthanasia for example. This law
will come into effect next year. Currently the WA government is
busy setting up the processes and employing the staff needed
to administer the assisted suicide and euthanasia regimes.

The WA government is now drafting a ‘safe access zone’ bill to
block pro-life activity near abortion clinics. We anticipate that

this will be debated later this year.
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3,000 people rally against extending abortion legislation to birth
in Adelaide.

Euthanasia bills have been defeated three times in Tasmania’s
state parliament. This year another attempt will be made.
Independent member Mike Gaffney is currently holding forums
to promote his private member’s bill on assisted suicide and
euthanasia. Mr Gaffney has stated his intention to introduce his

bill into the upper house in August.

As | was preparing the review of Life Issues around Australia for
this newsletter a quote from Winston Churchill, speaking to the

House of Commons during World War Il came to mind:

“We shall go on to the end, we shall fight in France, we shall fight
on the seas and oceans, we shall fight with growing confidence
and growing strength in the air, we shall defend our island,
whatever the cost may be, we shall fight on the beaches, we
shall fight on the landing grounds, we shall fight on the fields
and in the streets, we shall fight in the hills; we shall never

surrender”. - House of Commons, 4 June 1940

Does anyone else feel they can relate to this? We, in the pro-life
community, are engaged in a battle where we need the same
kind of commitment Churchill expressed:

We need to fight, defend and never surrender!

The cost is sometimes great- it is economically costly, physically
exhausting, spiritually challenging, emotionally taxing - but
together we can make a difference for Life in Australia.

Thanks for standing with us,

Dr Rachel



